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Message from the President:

Archaeological investigations are continuing as the Georgia Trail of Tears Association’s 360,000 Cooperative
Cost Share Agreement with the National Park Service moves forward.

"We had a great couple of days looking for Fort Hoskins and Fort Means," said Sara Gale of the Georgia
Department of Transportation's Office of Environmental Services. "Hopefully the good field days are followed by
good results."

Gale and her team examined possible locations for two Cherokee removal forts last month -- one near
Chatsworth and another near Kingston. DOT crews have already examined possible Ft. Buffington and Ft. Cumming
sites using Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and a gradiometer survey. Archaeologist Erin Drake also spent some
time in the field last fall with students from Georgia State University at the Ft. Cumming site in LaFayette.

"Everyone was very nice and helpful,” said Gale. “In total we collected six grids over two days."” This included
two 30x30m and one 30x25m grid and three 30x30m grids. The crew also collected some GPR profiles at a cemetery
on Jacquelyn Wright's property in eastern Floyd County. "Those indicated at least one unmarked burial in the
cemetery,” Gale said. This may be significant since one soldier drowned in the Etowah River and was buried near
the site of Ft. Means, and a Cherokee was killed and buried there, as well. "Two areas in the past have been looked
at as possible Fort Hoskins locations," said Jeff Stancil, site superintendent for the Chief Vann House. "One is just
west of Highway 225 on the former Grace Holcomb farm. A DOT crew surveyed it several years ago as the area is
due to be impacted by the construction of the Spring Place bypass. We don't have the final report but heard very little
was located. The current owners were contacted in the past week about the possibilities of another search of the
property but they refused to give permission. "The other area is east of this location," said Stancil. "The family was
kind enough to allow another search of their property.” The Mar. 17 search took place in the northwest corner of
Land Lot 261, Murray County. "This is the same area that Ron Hobgood did the metal detection work in 2001 which
turned up several early 19th century metal items,” said Stancil. The 1832 land lottery survey shows a 20 acre
Cherokee improvement in this area "so the area we searched was probably the corn field area of the 1830's
Cherokee farmstead," Stancil said. It is adjacent to the 1832 route of the Federal Road and about 1/4 mile east of the
1832 route of New Town Road. "The field of approximately 15 acres is very flat and is still cleared with a small
creek running on the east and north side," Stancil said. Stancil met Carlton McDaniel with the Murray County
Historical Society and the Friends of the Vann House and they proceeded to visit the property owners to get the exact
areas to search. The owners walked Stancil and Gale through the farm "and pointed out the exact areas Ron
Hobgood searched in 2001," said Stancil. "He also showed us two possible grave sites on a slight rise to the west of
the field." Until 20 years ago flat rocks marked the possible grave sites, until they were removed by neighborhood
children who used them to construct a fire ring while camping nearby, he said. The property owners "had always
heard they were graves of two soldiers who died at Fort Hoskins," he said. Carlton and Tim Howard -- who are both
experts on local area history -- had also heard from others about possible graves on the property. Marvin Sowder of
the Georgia Trail of Tears Association and the Friends of the Vann House arrived about 10:00 and spent most of the
day at the site with Gale and Stancil. "Time did not permit the crew to do the entire area Hobgood searched or any
areas north of the creek and just south of the present day intersection of Ga. 225 and Smyrna-Ramhurst Road," said
Stancil. "Because of heavy undergrowth over the possible grave sites none of the equipment the DOT crew carried
was able to detect the graves,” he said. "They suggested the use of a metal probe but unfortunately did not have one
with them." This project is part of a two-year archaeological investigation of Georgia Cherokee removal fort sites
funded through the National Park Service's Challenge Cost Share Program. The DOT has just given us some
preliminary results, which look promising. The DOT crew will spend one more day in the field as part of this project,
while Drake will be following up their work with shovel tests and ground-truthing. Look for more information as it
comes in at trailofthetrail.blogspot.com.

Sincerely,
Jeff Bishop



Georgia Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association
MinutesBDMarch 13, 2010
Meeting at the Historic Indian Spring Hotel/M useum, Flovilla, Georgia

At 10:35 AM Vice-President Leslie Thomas welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Frankie Willis, President of the
Butts County Historical Society, and Sheri Hudson, immediate past President, for hosting us. There were 33 attendees including
18 visitors, most of whom were at their first GA TOTA meeting.

Ms. Willis spoke about the history of the Indian Springs area and the Indian Spring Hotel, which was once a stagecoach stop.
Indian Springs State Park is the oldest park in the nation dating back to the 1820s. When Creek Chief William McIntosh ceded
the Creek land to the U.S. government, he put a provision in the treaty that the area now known as Indian Springs State Park
would be set aside and preserved for public use.

Leslie introduced our guest speaker Dr. Barbara Kawulich, associate professor at the University of West Georgia, who gave a
fascinating presentation on the roles of women in Creek society. Even though Creek women performed the traditional role of
homemaker, they also held some interesting positions of power. If a Creek woman wanted to “divorce” her husband, she needed
only to put his shoes outside the house. The property and children remained with her. Creek women could stop war, could
determine clan retribution and could decide the fate of captives. There was no pressure on women to marry and they could have
several sexual partners without stigma. Dr. Kawulich also spoke about the differences between the lower Creeks and upper
Creeks: the lower Creeks were more progressive, attended church and engaged in large-scale farming; the upper Creeks were
more traditional, practiced time-honored ceremonies and were small-scale farmers. Chief McIntosh was a leader of the lower
Creeks. He was killed by members of his own clan for ceding away the Creek land.

Ms. Willis and Ms. Hudson then gave everyone a tour of the old hotel. Thanks to the efforts of the Butts County Historical
Society, the hotel has been beautifully restored and now houses the history of the area.

At 1:30 PM President Jeff Bishop opened the business meeting. He began by remembering Tommy Cox, immediate past
President of GA TOTA, who passed away in February.

The minutes of the previous GA TOTA meeting in November 2009 were approved as written. There was no financial report. The
new bylaws could not be voted on as we did not have the required number of members at the meeting. We will try again at our
next meeting in May.

Jeff brought everyone up to date on some of our current projects: archacology at Fort Cumming and other removal sites,
publication of Rev. Charles Walker’s books, our new brochure, our booth at the Rednation pow wow and our efforts to research
the Gaines Loop Road house as a possible Cherokee dwelling.

He asked everyone to continue to write/call their state officials and emphasize that further cuts to Georgia’s historic parks are
unacceptable.

He announced the upcoming symposium on northwest Georgia history at Dalton State College on April 24th. We are invited to
set up an information table at no charge and/or make a donation and become a sponsor of the event. Treasurer Linda Geiger
asked that Jeff get details of the sponsorship levels before we made a decision. Dr. Sarah Hill will be one of the speakers at this

event.

Volunteers are needed at New Echota State Historic Site to help them continue their public programs. They lost two full-time
employees as a result of last year’s state budget cuts.

Jeff Bishop will replace Tommy Cox on the National TOTA Board for the remainder of the term, which expires 12/31/10.

The next meeting will be on May 8, 2010 at New Echota. The guest speaker will be TOTA member and researcher Michael
Wren who will do his presentation on the Methodists and the Cherokees.

The meeting adjourned at 1:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Baker, Secretary



Events of | nter est:

Chattanooga Earth Day Events:

Bill Shores Frames & Gallery, 307
Manufacturers Road, Chattanooga,
Tennessee, on April 22 - 23, from
6:00 to 8:00 pm with a variety of
Native American events. These
events are free and the public is
invited to attend.

*Daniel Begay, a Native American
artist and musician, Thursday, April
22. Daniel’s art is available for sale
and will remain at the gallery for
one month.

*April 23, Dr. Michael Abram,
Executive Director of the Cherokee
Heritage Museum and Gallery, will
present A Cherokee View of the
Night Sky: The Mystique of the
Moon and Stars. He will also
introduce a visiting exhibit featuring
the work of Robert Maney, artist
with the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians. His works will be at the
Gallery for about two months.

April 24, a Native American
Workshop will be held from 10:00
am. to 4:00 p.m. and will feature
presentations by:

*Michael Abram, M.D. on Origins
of Cherokee Medicine: From
Legends to Daily Practice

*Susan Abram, Ph.D. on Cherokee

Women: Yesterday, Today, and
Tomorrow.
*Tammera Hicks, with  the

Tennessee Commission on Indian
Affairs, will also speak about the
current status of Native Americans
in Tennessee. The event will be held
at the University of Tennessee
Chattanooga campus, 615 McCallie
Avenue, Chattanooga in  the
Raccoon Room. Early registration
for the workshop is $25 and after
April 19, $30. Payment should be
made to Fifth World Productions,
Box 4745, Johnson City, Tennessee
37602. Information about the event
may be obtained by contacting
Kathy Reed at the Bill Shores
Gallery at (423) 756-6746 or Steven
Lawhon at (423)-378-0011

The Historical Society of Forsyth

New Echota Calendar Events

County would like to invite the TOTA
members and friends to our Heritage
Day on June 5 a the Fowler
House.The event is from 11:00 am to
4:00 pm. We usually eat dinner before
we open up to the public. If there are
any members who would like to set up
an Indian Camp display and/or
denmonstration, they are more than
welcome to do so. If anyone is
interested, they can contact Myra
Reidy by phone 678-428-2726.
Fowler Farm Historical Landmark:
3813 Atlanta Hwy., Cumming, GA
30040 on old highway 9 between
Cumming and Alpharetta, just a short
distance from Midway Elementary
Schooal in Forsyth County GA.

Southeastern Indians Archaeology
Encounter At Etowah Mounds

School Day April 23, 2010. Public event
is Saturday April 24.

Students will experience the exciterment
of discovery with archaeologist Scott
Jones as he demonstrates 12,000 years
of native technology and skills. Students
see and lean about the spear, atlatl,
bloangun, firemeking and more. This
program also includesa curriculum-
based tour of the site with its museum,
mounds and other features created
by Mississippian-era inhabitants. Social
Studies GPS -grades 2, 4 and 8.

Cost of program is $8 for students
and adults. Teachers admitted free-of-
charge. Please  contact Georgia
Educational Programs at 770-313-
0519 for information and reservations.

Cther events at Etowah:

Michael Wren, GA TOTA member
and researcher, will speak on the
interaction between the Methodists
and the Cherokee at the Etowah
Indian Mounds on April 20, 2010.
Refreshments will be served at 6:30
PM followed by the program.
Etowah Indian Mounds Historic

Site 813 Indian Mounds Rd.,

S.W. Cartersville, GA 30120 770-
387-3747

Saturday, May 1 Celebrate Spring!
Program All day New Town Creek
Bird & Flower Walk — morning
Cherokee Artists and Historic
Demonstrations — 10:00a to 4:00p
Star Party — at dusk

Saturday, May 8 GaTOTA meeting
at 10:30 a.m. See separate article.

Saturday, May 22 Georgia
Archaeology Month Program
Debbie Walsmith — artifact ID

Andy Lee — primitive tools - flint
knapping

Saturday, May 29 Cherokee Artists
and Historic Demonstrations
10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Saturday, June 19 “Exploring Your
Indian Heritage” 9:30 am -1pm
Genealogy Workshop with Georgia

Chapter of Trail of Tears
Association, Linda Woodward-
Geiger, Certified Genealogist &

Leslie Thomas, amateur genealogist
with 35 years of experience doing
research. Reservations required; a
fee of $15 includes hand out
materials and admission to the park
and is payable at the door. Contact
New Echota 706-624-1321.

Chief Vann Hause Days:
July 24 b9atodp

Demos of blacksmithing, soap
making, weaving, spinning,
quilting, doll-making,
chair/ basket weaving, pottery
and much more.

Admission  $3.50-5.00. Call
706-695-2598 for mor e

infor mat ion.

Dahl onega Gold Museum
June 5" 9-4, A Day in a
Miner’'s Life with gold
panning, blacksmithing,
shingle making, candle
making, folk toys and
much more. Admission
$3.50-5.00. Call 706-
864-2257.




Symposium at Dalton State College
The Bandy Heritage Center for
Northwest Georgia at Dalton State
College will debut on Saturday, Apr. 24,
2010 a symposium titled "Gone But Not
Forgotten: The Cherokee Travail of
Northwest Georgia," featuring four
scholars fromacross the country who
will speak on various aspects of
Cherokee removal.

Featured Speakers:

Dr. Dan Feller , Professor of History/
Director of The Papers of Andrew
Jackson, University of Tennessee at
Knoxville

Dr. Fay A. Yarbrough, Associate
Professor of History, University of
Oklahoma

Dr. Christopher Arris Oakley, Assistant
Professor of History, East Carolina
University

Dr. Sarah Hill, Independent Scholar and
Public Historian

Sponsored by The Bandy Heritage

Center for Northwest Georgia at Dalton

State College.

Reservation are required but there is

no charge for attending this

symposium. It is open to the public.

Time: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30p.m.

Location: Goodroe Auditorium, Gignilliat
Memorial Hall, Dalton State College.

Heather S. Howell

Assistant Director,

The Bandy Heritage Center for

Northwest Georgia

Dalton State College

(706) 272-4452

Upcoming Programs at Bartow

History Museum:
April 29, 2010 at 7 PM - Scot Keith,
senior archaeologist at Terracon,
will discuss Cartersville's Leake site
in regards to its history as a major
prehistoric ceremonial center and the
current efforts to preserve and
protect the site from further
development.

May 27, 2010 at 7 PM - J. B. Tate,
local historian and GA TOTA

member, will discuss the -early
history of Cass County and
Cartersville from 1832 to 1870.

The Bartow History

Museum http://www.bartowhistory
museum.org/ for more events. 13
North Wall St. Cartersville, GA.
30120 Phone: 770-382-3818

May is Georgia Archaeology Month
May 2010 marks the 17th annual
archaeology awareness promotion in
Georgia. From its inception as a
weeklong celebration in 1994, the
observance has expanded to an entire
month of special public events, exhibits,
and demonstrations N communities
across the state.

This year's theme, Making the Past
Come to Life! Exploring Ancient
Techniques, will focus on the study of
primitive technology. The program for
the annual spring meeting of the Society
for Georgia Archaeology (SGA) will
feature outdoor demonstrations by
modemn-day  craftsmen, such as
flintknappers, potters, basket makers,
and weavers, who practice olden-day
techniques in order to bring the ways of
the past to life.

So, SAVE THE DATE for the spring
meeting of the Society for Georgia
Archaeology, principal  sponsor  of
Georgia Archaeology Month, to be held
Saturday, May 15, 2010 at The Parks at
Chehaw near Albany. Information
regarding this and other Archaeology
Month events that are open to the public
will continue to be updated on the SGA
Web site at www.thesga.org.  You may
also contact Tammy Herron at
forehand@sc.edu or 803-725-5259.

Visit the state parks and
support their effortsto
stay open by becoming a
member of their
GriendsOgroup for the
specific parks such as
New Echota, Vann House
and Et owah Mounds.
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Memorials Received by the
Georgia Chapter to date:
In Memory of Wiliam GommyO
Cox:

Linda Geiger

Peggy Stanfield

Marvin Sowder

Dwight Price

Bob and Linda Baker
Connie Tibbitts

Dan and Dola Davis

Tom and Billie Napolitano

If you would like to meke a
donation in Tommy® memory to
the Georgia Chapter of the Trail of
Tears to continue our work and his
dream of marking the trail in
Georgia please send your donation
to: Treasurer GaTOTA

10718 Big Canoe

Jasper, GA 30143

il
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Wilma Mankiller, former
Principal Chief of the Cherokee
Nation, passed away April 6,
2010. Mankiller served 12 years
in elective office at the Cherokee
Nation, the first two as Deputy
Principal Chief followed by 10
vears as Principal Chief. She
retired from public office in
1995. Among her many honors,
Mankiller  was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom
by President Clinton.



Indian Springs Meeting

The Georgia Chapter of the Trail of Tears held their
March 13 meeting at Indian Springs, Mclntosh Hotel,
in Flovilla Georgia. The Butts County Historical
Society representatives Ms. Frankie Willis President
and Sheri Hudson immediate Past President both
were on hand to host the members, friends and
visitors who attended the meeting. QOur speaker Dr.
Barbara Kawulich gave a power-point presentation
on the Creek Women and their roles in the Muscogee
Creek Nation. We were given a tour of the historic
Meclintosh Hotel also known as the Varner House. It is
located across the road from the Indian Springs State
Park. (gastateparks.org) The town had fallen into
disrepair and the hotel was covered with kudzu at the
time that Sheri Hudson, Frankie Willis and others
began the effort to restore and revive the hotel and
town. http.//www.thevillageatindiansprings.com/ We
sincerely thank them for all they have done. Many
from the group went to eat at the Fresh-aire BBQ
outside of Jackson Georgia. (and some of us went on
to Bruster's for Ice Cream). A few pictures for you to
peruse are included:

. _MclntéSh Ho';e‘i,vFovla, Ga.

Dr. Barbara Kawulich

Frankie Willis shows some of the old pictures of the hotel

before restoration.

A ceremonial shirt donated to the Mclntosh Hotel Museum

by Dode Mclntosh.



GEORGIA CHAPTER OF THE TRAIL OF
TEARSASSOCIATION
119 Rising Star Rd.
Ellijay, GA. 30536

Jeff Bishop
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Leslie Thomas
V. P., Programs,

& Newsletter Editor
Linda Baker Secretary/Publicity
Linda Geiger
Treasurer
Dola Davis
National Director

Youarereceivinthis newslettesecausmuhavenot
indicateqyouhaveemaiktomputeservice. GATOTA
hasgoneagreerandmailsnewslettent® newmembers
anathosevithoutcomputerccesst youwouldiketo
help us go green, contact :
Leslie at: aeriehollow@ellijay.com
We@e on the Web!

See us at:
gatrailoftears.org

or the blog at:
http://trailofthetrail.bloggpot.com/

—

Onf; Fc;t er Club

Chieftains Museum announces a new club
just for kids ages 8 to 13 years old! "The One
Feather Club" is for those who are interested in
promoting and learning about the Cherokee
culture and history! As a member you get to
come to the museum for free (when with a
paying adult and not on a field trip), you get 4 to 6
special programs during the year just for you, and
you get a membership card to prove you are a
member! One full year of fun for just $5.00! Call
now for information at 706 291-9494 or download
a sign up sheet from our website at
ww w. chieftainsmuseum.org.




